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Dear Old Boy,

As | come to the culmination of my tenure in the SJOBA Executive 2024-25, | take this
opportunity to reflect upon what has been for me an extraordinary privilege and an absolute
honour. | confess this term began with apprehension, mostly because | was taking over from a
lineup of some of the most hard working, dedicated, and selfless members who led SJOBA and
made it an irreprehensible force to reckon with.My fears were allayed soon enough because |
had the support of the stalwarts and some of the most driven young members as my executive
committee. With them by my side, the past year has flown by in the blink of an eye, and what an
incredible journey it has been. Organizing and executing events for our esteemed alumni came
with its fair share of challenges, but the joy of watching SJOBA grow from strength to strength
has been truly gratifying. This year was about togetherness, expansion, and creating new
traditions. We hosted, for the very first time, the President & Friends of SJOBA Dinner - a
gesture to honour our sponsors who have supported us unwaveringly over the years. We also
took a bold leap by launching the first-ever stand-alone Time-Speed-Distance Rally. With over
45 participants, it set a national record for the northern region. From there, the momentum
only grew:

» The Winter Ball sparkled with music and magic, with Gurnazar leaving the crowd mesmerised

and dancing.
» The SJOBA Extreme Rally and the SSS witnessed 60+ bikers and 30+ four-wheelers taking to

the roads with roaring passion.
» The SJOBA Marathon was revived with an impressive 602 participants.
» The Post-Rally Dinner at Mac Sir’s residence was another tradition rekindled along with St.

John’s SJOBA debate.

» The SJOBA Cyclothon was launched.

» The first ever SJIOBA Founders’ Day Dinner was hosted on the 19th of July 2025.

» Alongside these events, the focus was on strengthening
connections within our fraternity. Some new WhatsApp
groups were created/extended for alumni across Australia
and New Zealand, the Middle East, Bengaluru, and most
importantly, the Tricity. | am proud to share that the SJOBA
Chandigarh group now connects over 1,000 members,

fostering daily interaction and support.
» To further deepen this network, we launched SJOBA

Support Groups - for doctors, advocates, chartered

1 accountants, architects, and builders - ensuring that a
.\ helping hand from a fellow old boy is always just a call
FROM THE away. Our SJOBA Directory initiative, already with over
\ PRESIDENT'S
DESK Harpal S. Malvai | Class of 1977 | President, SJOBA 2024-25
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1,000 members, will serve as a lifelong resource for members seeking guidance, services, or

just reconnection.
» We also introduced the Back to School Initiative—a long-cherished dream for many old boys

who wished to walk the school corridors again, this time with their families. With the
Principal’s kind permission, members can now revisit the campus by simply sending an email,
reliving those timeless memories once more.

As | look back, my heart is filled with both pride and—more importantly—immense
gratitude. Gratitude towards our old boys for their enthusiastic participation, towards our
executive committee for their fresh ideas and tireless dedication, and towards every single
member who stood by SJOBA in making this year so memorable.Your commitment towards
your alma mater has helped reinforce my vision for this association- to bring SJIOBA members
closer, to multiply opportunities for alumni to connect, and to create platforms where bonds
are not just remembered but strengthened. | believe, together, we have taken significant
steps in that direction.Finally, | extend my deepest thanks to the past presidents for
entrusting me with this responsibility, and to the Executive Committee of 2024-2025 for

standing shoulder to shoulder with me in making this year a resounding success.

Warm regards,
Harpal Singh Malvai
President SJOBA 2024-25; Class of 1977

MUSINGS OF AN OLD BOY

OURBEST FRIEND - Br. McCann

Look, your teacher is coming! This one line tends to send shivers
down the spine of students even today but for us, it used to be a
welcome visit. Every student who has passed out from St. John’s
High School during Brother McCann’s time can relate to him
riding a bicycle down to his house and it used to be a pleasure to
receive him. It used to be amoment of joy for every student of his.

Brother McCann, till his last breath, kept his ties intact with his
students. He believed that a teacher is a person of many parts. |
recollect him telling me during one of our conversations, “A
teacher is a person who not only gives you knowledge but is your
companion too. He is the one who would always stand by your
side whenever you need him.” And all his students would agree
that he lived up to this his entire life. A fracture in the leg riddled
him from riding a bicycle but could not take away his spirit. He still
continued his visits to his students. The only difference was this
that the school ‘Maruti Van' used to drop him to a student’s place
and from there that student would drop him to another’s place
and this would go on till the time he got tired and finally one of us
would drop him back to the Brother’s residence at the school
campus.

So, not only his students, all those who have lived in Chandigarh
forlong and ever saw a six-feet, fair, Irish gentleman, striding his

Dr.Anubhav Naresh | Batch of 1999

bicycle on the roads of the city beautiful, can certainly take that
man to be Brother McCann. But remember, he was never there to
pass time, he used to be around on a very special mission, a
mission of visiting his old students and enquiring about their well-
being. | once asked him about his love for the bicycle and he
smilingly said, “It is not a mere mode of transport but also an
exercise that keeps me fit and fine.”

Brother McCann was not only a wonderful teacher, he was also an
elderly friend to many a youngster in town. He is a person who will
always remain an integral part of the life of his students. His
wonderful thoughts, wide perspective and moral values will
always help his students to surge ahead in life. He dedicated 60
odd years of his life imparting education and inspiring hundreds
of students across various schools in India being run by the Irish
Missionaries. | wonder if today’s generation would ever have
mentors like him.

| am proud that | have been one of his students. You do not come
across such wonderful teachers very often in life. If you have a
teacher like him, then you do not have to worry about anything
because he is always there to guide and help you out and to take
away your blues. He was one of those few teachers who
dedicated his entire life preparing his students for facing the one
final examination called ‘Life.’
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It has been an absolute honour and privilege to serve as the
Honorary Secretary of SJOBA - a position that carries immense
value, responsibility, and trust. Being one of the youngest Honorary
Secretaries in SJOBA's history, my vision for the year was simple yet
ambitious: to organise as many events as possible to engage more
members, and to modernise our official communication by moving
from traditional emails to WhatsApp. I'm proud to say we achieved
this transition successfully. This year also saw the launch of the
SJOBA Directory — a one-stop platform for members to connect
personally and professionally, ensuring that every Johnian knows
exactly whom to reach out to when needed. Alongside this, we
created specialised professional support groups such as SJOBA
Advocates, SJOBA Doctors, and SJOBA CA's & Financial Experts —
making help just a message away. Our focus was on deepening
camaraderie, cherishing the brotherhood, and strengthening the
bond between juniors and seniors. Every event we hosted witnessed
record participation — from our newly introduced SJOBA TSD Stand-
Alone Rally to the revival of the Marathon.Understanding that every
Johnian loves to revisit the school — some bringing their families
along — we introduced a simple process to make this possible. An
email ID was created where members could send their details, and
the Principal would schedule a visit, making the experience more
accessible for all. It was an amazing ride to be the Honorary
Secretary of SJOBA - one that | will cherish for the rest of my life. This
journey has given me lifelong bonds and memories that | will hold
close to my heart.l would like to extend my heartfelt gratitude to all
our past presidents for their constant guidance and encouragement,
and especially to the SJOBA Executive Team 2024-2025 for their
tireless efforts and teamwork in making this year such a resounding
success. These initiatives were small steps towards reconnecting
every Johnian with our beloved alma mater, all while keeping the
SJOBA flag flying high. | am confident that the incoming team will
take SJOBA to even greater heights. May the SJOBA spirit live on,
and may SJOBA continue to rise even higher!

KRAFTY EAGLE

FROM THE
SECRETARY'S

Danish Singh Mangat | Class of 2017 | Secretary, SIOBA —— DESK




Each year, the SJOBA Calendar of Events begins with an occasion closest to our hearts —
Teachers’ Day. It's more than just tradition — it's a gesture of gratitude to the ones who
shaped our journey. The 2024 celebration, held on 5th September by the newly elected
Executive Team, was a heartwarming tribute to the teachers of St. John's who have
guided, mentored and moulded generations of Johnians.But this year, we took it a step
further — giving our beloved teachers not just a celebration, but a day full of joy.The day
began with a fun-filled outing as our teachers were taken to watch a movie at DT Mall,
giving them a well-deserved break and time to relax and bond. Following the movie, the
celebrations moved to the elegant Lalit Hotel, Chandigarh, where a series of engaging
activities awaited them. From antakshari that brought out the singer in everyone, to the
ever-popular tambola, and a host of fun filler games that had everyone laughing and
playing like schoolkids again — the atmosphere was filled with energy and cheer. The
games seamlessly flowed into an afternoon of music, dancing, and heartfelt
camaraderie, culminating with a delicious lunch spread fit for our very special guests.The
event was graced by nearly 100 teachers, including more than 10 retired educators,
making it a beautiful blend of memories and milestones. A highlight of the day was the
felicitation of three teachers who have served over 25 years at St. John’s — a proud and
emotional moment for all.Ever wondered why the SJOBA Calendar starts in September?
It's simple — we begin by honouring those who helped us begin. Our teachers are the true
architects of our lives, and this annual tradition is our way of saying thank you to the
torchbearers of knowledge and values.As always, SJOBA stands tall because of the roots
laid deep by our mentors.Here's to the teachers — our guiding lights, always.

Br.Augustine Jairaj
Community Leader

Event
Supported by:
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SH. RAM PRAKASH MEMORIAL
RACQUET TOURNAMENT

The SJOBA Sh. Ram Prakash Chawla Memorial Racquet Tournament 2024, held from 6th to 8th September,
brought together the spirit of friendly competition, cherished memories, and the unmistakable SJOBA
camaraderie. Held at the St. John's High School Sector 26 Auditorium, the three-day tournament witnessed
high-energy rallies, thunderous smashes, and heartwarming reunions across generations.

akash Chawla

memorial
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This year, the courts echoed with cheers and applause as 10 teams battled it out in Badminton Doubles; 6
teams displayed finesse and teamwork in Mixed Doubles; 14 spirited players clashed in Table Tennis Singles
and 10 teams tested their coordination in Table Tennis Doubles. The matches were nothing short of thrilling -
each one a testament to sportsmanship and the unbreakable SJOBA bond. Whether it was the younger
alumni pushing the pace or the seniors returning fire with strategy and grace, every game was played with
passion and pride. The grand finale on 8th September was marked by a warm and celebratory prize
distribution ceremony, graciously facilitated by Mr. Ranjan Chawla and Founding President Mr. Mac Sarin,
whose presence added to the meaning and nostalgia of the occasion. This annual tournament stands as a
beautiful reminder of Sh. Ram Prakash Chawla’s legacy and the enduring spirit of SJOBA - where sports unite
generations and memories are created, one match at a time. Here is to many more rallies, reunions, and
racquets in the years to come!

EVENT SUPPORTED BY : OLD BOY RANJAN CHAWLA
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UNDER THE LIGHTS, BEYOND THE SCOREBOARD
SJOBA Night Cricket Tournament 2024

Adding a luminous glow to the crisp October nights, the Night Cricket Tournament 2024, organized by the St.
John's Old Boys’ Association (SJOBA), lit up not just the school grounds but also the hearts of alumni across
batches. This much-awaited cricketing spectacle brought together Johnians for an electrifying, nostalgic
reunion—under the stars and the floodlights—on the very field that once echoed with their youthful energy. Six
spirited teams battled it out over four thrilling days, turning the beloved school grounds into a stage for grit,
glory, and good old Johnian fun. Each match served as a perfect blend of friendly rivalry and cherished

i

yey

memories, where strategy met sportsmanship, and every boundary brought back stories from school days long
gone. As the floodlights illuminated the alma mater, laughter, cheers, and the sound of leather meeting willow
filled the night air. It wasn't just about cricket—it was about reconnecting, reliving, and rejoicing in the enduring
spirit that SJOBA has always stood for. The grand finale saw Team SHARKS clinch the championship with style
and determination, while Team EAGLES, true to the spirit of the game, graciously applauded the victors, setting
a beautiful example of sportsmanship and camaraderie. This tournament was more than a series of matches—it
was a heartfelt tribute to friendship, teamwork, and the shared legacy of our school. And none of it would have
been possible without the unwavering support and cooperation of our school staff and SJOBA executive team,
whose dedication ensured yet another successful and seamless event. As the final whistle blew and handshakes
were exchanged, one thing was certain—SJOBA's bond is just like cricket under the lights: timeless, shining, and
unforgettable.

Event Supported by:
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A Historic Milestone: SJOBA Launches Standalone TSD
Rally with Record Participation

For the first time in the rich history of the St. John’s Old Boys Association (SJOBA), a standalone
TSD (Time-Speed-Distance) Rally was introduced—marking a significant departure from the past
where the TSD format was traditionally run alongside the main SJOBA Rally. This bold move was
met with a roaring response and turned into a monumental success, attracting 46 participants
from across India—a national record for the northern region.Held from 27th to 29th September,
the three-day motorsport spectacle kicked off with vehicle scrutiny and a ceremonial flag-off at
the SJOBA grounds. The prestigious ceremony was graced by Sh. Tarunpreet Singh Sond, Punjab
Tourism Minister, who flagged off the rally, lending strong support to the cause of motorsport
and community engagement.The rally route was a thrilling blend of riverbeds, slushy trails,
tarmac stretches, and axle-breaking turns and bends, testing both man and machine. Drivers
navigated picturesque yet challenging terrains, offering an exhilarating experience that lived up
to SJOBA's legacy of excellence and adventure.To promote greater inclusion and community
involvement, special categories were introduced for St. John's parents and SJOBA members,
encouraging their enthusiastic participation. The rally also made a powerful statement on
inclusivity, with three specially-abled participants competing in a dedicated category—a first for
any such rally in the region.Winners across categories were awarded cash prizes, while every
participant received a trophy as a mark of appreciation. In addition, each marshal—the backbone
of the event—was honored with a special trophy, recognizing their crucial role in ensuring
smooth execution.The event concluded with a grand prize distribution ceremony at The Lalit
Hotel on 29th September, where the motorsport spirit and camaraderie of the SJOBA
community were celebrated in full glory.This landmark event not only set new benchmarks in
participation and execution but also underscored SJOBA's unwavering commitment to
innovation, inclusivity, and sporting excellence.
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SJOBA rally: Subir Roy, Nirav Mehta win title
in overall professional 4-wheeler category

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
CHANDIGARH, SEPTEMBER 30

THE TEAM of Subir Roy and his
navigator Nirav Mehta won the
title in the overall professional
four-wheeler category in the
38th edition of the St John's Old
Boys Association (SJOBA) Rally
which concluded at St John's
High School grounds on Sunday
evening.

The team of Vikas Malik and
Dinky Varghese came second in

Subir Roy and Nirav Mehta with the title. Express

the same category while the
team of Dr Vanishree Pathak and
Kasshish Gagan Mehta claimed
the third spot.

Punjab Express
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SJOBATSD Rally 2024 concludes: Subir Roy and
Nirav Mehta win Pro and Overall categories
KULBIR SINGH KALSI ‘.r ,‘ | 9]

Chandigarh

The 20th Edition of the SIOBA
SD Rally 2024, hosted by
the St. John's Old Boys As-
sociation (SJOBA), conchuded
with a prize distribution cer-
emony at the Lalit Hotel, IT
Park Chandigarh. Winners re-
ceived cash prizes and awards,
while all ather participants
were honored with certifi-
cates Harpal Singh Mabai
Presider h
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In the amateur category, the
team of Chandra Malik and Venu
Rameshkumar emerged as the

SJOBATSD Rally 2024 concludes: Subir Roy and %

thrilling three-day motorsport

n a display of skill and te-
nacity, the dynamic duo of

standings, reinforcing their Kumar, Rajesh Karan Deo,
d com- Anuyog Verma, and Irvindeep

gh Khanna, who captured
the second and third spots.
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title winners while the teamof  Debashish Dutta and Mrityunjoy
Naman Goyal and AnirudhGoyal  Majumdar claimed the third
came second. The team of place.
Punjab's Tourism Minister flags off
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Latest Project in Work

=1 Paramount
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* UPVC & Aluminium Doors & Windows * Premium Slim Profile Partitions
* Elegant Aluminium Glass Railing * Profile & Glass Shower Cubicals

VISHAL SETHI | +91 98140 56399, 788 832 5805

201, Mansa Devi Road, Mansa Devi Complex, Panchkula
e-mail : paramountglass@yahoo.com



Pedaling for the Planet: SJOBA
Cyclothon Spreads a Green [¥i
Message Across Chandigarh = GYCLOTHON 19

On 17th November, the vibrant city of Chandigarh came '
alive with the spirit of sustainability as SIOBA organized a dpc:;?;t
12.5km Cyclothon, drawing in over 250 cyclists of all ages. [
This high-energy event was not just about the ride—it was & footprint
about riding for a cause: promoting a greener planet,
encouraging eco-friendly transport, and supporting
Chandigarh’s cycle-friendly infrastructure.Starting and
concluding at St. John's High School, Sector 26, the route
thoughtfully meandered through some of the city’s most
iconic landmarks, including the Rock Garden, Sector 17
Plaza, Sukhna Lake, and the Rose Garden—highlighting
the potential and beauty of Chandigarh’s dedicated cycle
tracks.The Cyclothon served multiple objectives: to
promote Chandigarh Eco-Tourism, raise awareness about
pollution control, and foster the use of cycling as a
sustainable and healthy mode of transport. It was also a

proud display of community spirit, with participation from
enthusiastic cyclists ranging from school children to senior
citizens.In a beautiful gesture of inclusion, three specially-
abled participants joined the ride and were honored with a
cash prize of 2100 each, recognizing their inspiring efforts
and contribution to the cause.The event also featured a
lucky draw for both men and women, conducted by
SJOBA's former President, Sh. S.PS. Ghai, with brand new
Avon cycles gifted to the winners. Additionally, Avon
Cycles awarded new bicycles to both the youngest and
oldest participants, adding an extra layer of joy and
encouragement.By bringing together fitness, fun, and
environmental responsibility, the SJOBA Cyclothon
proved to be both educational and exhilarating—a
perfect example of how small initiatives can drive big
change.Here’s to more wheels on the road and fewer on
the carbon meter—towards a greener, healthier
Chandigarh!

Event Supported by:
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SJOBA cyclothon
on November 17

CHANDIGARH: The 5t b o
John's Old Boys Association
(SJOBA) will host the 12.5
km SJOBA Cyclothon 2024
on Sunday, November 17.
The cyclothon will be
flagged off from St John's
High School. On the spot
registration at St John's
High School will also be
done on the day of

Y L1 “The eve!

Che Tribune

250 TAKE PARTIN
SJOBA CYCLOTHON

SJOBA Cyclothon 2024 raises awareness on
UT’s deteriorating AQI, promotes cycling as

sustainable alternave

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, November 18

The St. John's Old Boys As-
sociation (SJOBA) organ-
ised the ‘SJOBA Cyclothon
2024’ . Cyclists undertook
a12.5 km eycle-rally aimed
at promoting sustainable

and eco-friendly transporta- |
tion in view of Chandigarh’s

deteriorating air quality in-
dex (AQI) and to encour-
age people to use cycles as
alternatives to fossil fuel
based transport.

A total of 250 cyclists par-
ticipated in the event, which
was flagged off from St.
John's High School, Sector
26, Chandigarh, and con-
cluded back at the school.

Notably, three specially-
abled participants took
part in the rally with great
enthusiasm in the newly
introduced ‘Specially-Abled
Category’. This category was
introduced by the organis-
ers for the first time at the
SJOBA Cyclothon to pro-
mote inclusivity, reflecting
the true spirit of the event.

Speaking on the occasion,
Harpal Singh Malvai, Presi-
dent of STOBA, said, “This
event was organised, with
the aim of promoting cycling
as a sustainable, pollution-
free mode of transport in

the city. With pollution lev-
els at alarming heights and
Chandigarh’s AQI among
the worst in the country, we
hope to bring about signifi-
cant change by encouraging
people to adopt green alter-
natives like cycling. By do-
ing so, we can reduce carbon
footprints and contribute to
a healthier environment for
everyone.”

He added, “At the same
time, we also wanted to
highlight the importance
of using the beautiful cycle
tracks existing in Chandi-
garh, this is the reason why
we asked the participants
to travel through these so
that they are popularised.

The cyclothon showcased
landmarks like Sukhna
Lake, Rock Garden, Rose
Garden, Sector 17 Plaza,
and other iconic places of
Chandigarh.

Danish Mangat, Secretary
of STOBA, shared, “Partici-
pants were rewarded with
a variety of exciting prizes,
including T-shirts, caps,
wristbands, medals for fin-
ishers, and e-certificates at
the event.”

Mangat added, “Three
specially-abled participants
were awarded a cash prize
of Rs. 2,100 along with
goodie bags as a token of
appreciation for their par-
ticipation in the cycle-rally.”
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annual event is a celebration of fitness and community spirit
bringing together cycling enthusiasts, families, and
environmentally-conscious citizens for a fun and impactful
cause. The cyclothon aims to have participants of all ages in a
12.5 km ride around the beautiful city of Chandigarh. "The
event aims to promote cycling as a sustainable, pollution-free
mode of transport, while encouraging individuals to reduce
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SJOBA Winter Ball 2024: A Night to Remember

Keeping up with the tradition of being the trendsetters in the city, the St. John's
Old Boys Association (SJOBA) once again delivered an unforgettable evening with
the most iconic event of the year — Winter Ball 2024, held on Saturday, 21st
December at the elegant HSVP Shivalik Country Club (formerly Gymkhana Club),

Sector 1, MDC, Panchkula.This is the time we all come together to celebrate the GULMOHA%;%\AF/EEHE
cherished SJOBA brotherhood — along with our better halves — for an evening STILANNG LEEAGET
that radiates warmth, nostalgia, and togetherness. With over 850 guests in
attendance, spanning batches young and old, the night was a grand celebration of

memories, music, and shared legacy.Adding special sparkle to the evening were PAUI‘ M ERChANTS
the Silver Jubilee celebrations of the Batch of 1999 and the Golden Jubilee of the
Batch of 1974. Both batches were given a dedicated, beautifully curated enclosure
to mark their milestones. The SJOBA team, along with esteemed former
presidents, graciously felicitated the jubilarians — honouring their journey and
contribution to the proud SJOBA tradition.The musical heart of the evening :
belonged to Gurnazar, who set the stage ablaze with his magnetic performance.
With soul-stirring tracks like Dil Tu Jaan Tu, he had the crowd singing and swaying
under the stars. As the night unfolded, DJ Rihya took over — spinning tracks that
had everyone on the dance floor until midnight, making it impossible not to move
to the beat.Winter Ball 2024 wasn’t just an event — it was an experience. A
beautifully woven celebration of fellowship, music, love, and lifelong bonds,

reminding all why SJOBA is more than an association —it's a family.
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PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, December 20

The much anticipated SJO-
BA Winter Ball 2024, the
annual alumni get together
of the St John’s Old Boys
Association (SJOBA), is set
to take place on Decem-
ber 21, 2024. This grand
event will be held at Shiva-
lik Country Club, Sector 1,
Panchkula, starting at 7 pm.

The event, renowned as
one of the most sought-after
gatherings in the tricity re-
gion, promises an evening of
elegance, camaraderie, and
nostalgia. Over 1000 styl-
ishly dressed alumni, along
with their companions, are
expected to attend this glit-
tering reunion.

Harpal Singh Malvai,
President, SJOBA, said:
“The Winter Ball is a cher-
ished tradition, celebrating
the bond of brotherhood
that unites us as proud
alumni of St. John's School.”

Dr Anubhav Naresh, Vice
President, SJOBA, added,
“This annual reunion brings
together distinguished
alumni, including judges,

: SJO:B

bureaucrats, politicians,
doctors, lawyers, and en-
trepreneurs, showcasing
the strength and diversity
of our alumni community
The highlight of the eve-
ning will be the felicitation
of the Golden Jubilee Batch
of 1974 and the Silver Ju-
bilee Batch of 1999, paying
tribute to their remarkable
journey and contribution to
the legacy of St John's High
School, Chandigarh.
Adding a touch of glam-
our to the night, the event
will feature live perfor-
mances by celebrated ar-
tistes Gurnazar and DJ
Rihya, promising an eve-
ning filled with music and
entertainment.

Winter

)

I YASHIKA SAINI
PANCHKULA

The SJOBA Winter Ball
2024, the awaited an-
nual alumni meet of the
St John's Old Boys Asso-
ciation (SJOBA), finally ar-
rived in the Tricity region.
Held at the Shivalik Coun-
try Club in Panchkula, the
event unfolded an evening
of elegance, nostalgia, and
camaraderie.

Anubhav Naresh, Vice
President of SJOBA, em-
phasized, “This reunion ex-
emplified the strength and
diversity of our alumni net-
work, which includes dis-
tinguished professionals
from various fields, such
as judiciary, administra-
tion, medicine, and entre-
preneurship.”

“This illustrious gather-
ing lived up to its reputation

~ as one of the most sought-
after reunions in the area,
drawing over 1000 ele-
gantly dressed alumni and
their companions,” said
Danish Singh Mangat, hon-

orary secretary, SJOBA The
by o s
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on December 21

handigarh: The much anticipated

SJOBA Winter Ball 2024, the

annual alumni get together of the
St John's Old Boys Assaciation (SJOBA)
is set to take place on December 21,
2024. This grand event will be held at
Shivalik Country Club, Sector 1,
Panchkula, starting at 7 pm.
The event, renowned as one of the most
sought-after gatherings in the tricity
region, promises an evening of elegance
camaraderie, and nostalgia. Over 1000
stylishly dressed alumni, along with their
companions, are expected to attend this
glittering reunion.
Harpal Singh Malvai, President, SJIOBA,
said: “The Winter Ball is a cherished trad
tion, celebrating the bond of brotherhood
that unites us as proud alumni of St,
John's School.”
Dr Anubhav Naresh, Vice President,
SJOBA, added, “This annual reunion
brings together distinguished alumni,
including judges, bureaucrats, politicians
doctors, lawyers, and entrepreneurs,
showcasing the strength and diversity of
our alumni community.”
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handigarh, December 22,
' 2024: The SJOBA Winter Ball

2024, the eagerly awaited
annual alumni meet of the St John's
0ld Boys Association (SJOBA), daz-
zled the tricity region. Held at the
Shivalik Country Club in Panchkula,
theevent unfolded a magical evening
of elegance, nostalgia, and camarade-
rie.

Reflecting on the event, Harpal
Singh Malvai, President of SJOBA,
remarked, “The Winter Ball remains
a beloved tradition, uniting us in the
spirit of brotherhood and pride as
alumni of St.John's High Schoaol.”

Dr Anubhav Naresh, Vice
President of SJOBA, emphasized,
“This reunion exemplified the
strength and diversity of our alumni
network, which includes distin-
guished professionals from various
fields, such as judiciary, administra-
tion, medicine, and entrepreneur-
ship.”

"This illustrious gathering lived
up to its reputation as one of the most
sought-after reunions in the area,
drawing over 1000 elegantly dressed
alumni and their companions,” said
Danish Singh Mangat, honorary sec-
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The celebration shone brightly
as alumni from across decades
reunited to celebrate the enduring
legacy of St John's High School,
Chandigarh.

The evening's highlight was the
grand felicitation of the Golden
Jubilee Batch of 1974 and the Silver
Jubilee Batch of 1999. Both batches
were honored for their remarkable
journeys and significant contribu-
tions tothe school's storied heritage.
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Entertainment reached new
heights with enthralling live perfor-
mances by celebrated artist
Gurnazar and DJ Rihya, adding
rhythmand glamour tothe occasion.

Prominent alumni gracing the
occasion included celebrated golfer
Gurbaaz Maan, Punjab Home
Secretary Gurkirat Kirpal Singh,
and Mohali SP Harbir Atwal, along-
side representatives from alumni
chapters in the UK, US, Canada, and
Europe.

Nostalgia revisited: SJOBA Winter
Ball 2024 lights up Tricity

John's High School.”
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St. John’s Annual Junior and
Senior Sports Day 2024: A Tribute
to Spirit, Unity, and Legacy

On the cusp of winters, as a crisp chill began to set in the
air, St. John’s High School came alive with vibrant energy
and thunderous cheers as it hosted the much-awaited
Annual Junior and Senior Sports Day events.On 9th
November, the school grounds witnessed an enchanting
display of talent as the junior champions took center
stage. The highlight of the day was an awe-inspiring
performance that paid homage to Chandrayaan-3's
historic success. In a spectacle that left the audience
spellbound, over 300 boys moved in perfect synchrony,
their coordinated steps and unified formations bringing to
life the story of India’s lunar triumph. It was a breathtaking
tribute that showcased creativity, discipline, and national
pride.Shortly after, the Senior Sports Day marked its
arrival, infusing the campus with electrifying enthusiasm.
The celebration commenced with the School Anthem,
followed by a powerful March Past and a series of fiercely
contested races. With every sprint, leap, and throw, the
students reflected the Johnian spirit — one of
perseverance, passion, and unwavering resolve.This
year’s Senior Sports Day also became a heartwarming
reunion of past and present. The Golden Jubilee Batch of
1974 and the Silver Jubilee Batch of 1999 returned to their
alma mater, reliving memories etched in the corridors and
fields of their beloved school. As tradition holds, the
March Past was led by the proud old boys of the 1999
batch, evoking waves of nostalgia and pride. A special
100-metre sprint was organized in their honour, as they
once again set foot on the track — older, wiser, but forever
Johnian at heart.The atmosphere turned electric with a
Tug of War between the spirited SJOBA alumni and the
current students. Cheers rang out as strength, strategy,
and camaraderie clashed in a friendly but fierce
competition that symbolized the timeless bond across
generations.Yet, beyond the thrill of competition, this
Sports Day was a celebration of the enduring legacy of St.
John's. It was more than just an event — it was a living,
breathing expression of the school’s ethos. From joyous
laughter and heartfelt reunions to competitive zeal and
emotional homecomings, the day was a perfect blend of
athleticism, nostalgia, and unity.The Sports Day
reaffirmed that being a Johnian is not just about wearing
the uniform — it is about carrying the legacy, celebrating
the past, energizing the present, and inspiring the future.




SJOBA Blood Donation Camp in Loving Memory of (Mrs) Rekha

Naresh

St. John's Old Boys’ Association (SJOBA), in association with the Blood Bank Society Chandigarh, organised a
blood donation camp in the loving memory of (Mrs) Rekha Naresh. The camp was held on 5th July 2025 at the
auditorium of St. John's High School, Sector 26, Chandigarh.The event witnessed an overwhelming response, with

over 150 individuals coming forward to donate blood and support the noble cause. Each donor was offered

refreshments post-donation and received a thoughtfully curated goodie bag as a small token of
appreciation.SJOBA thanks all the donors, volunteers, and the Blood Bank Society for making this heartfelt
initiative a success and honouring the memory of (Mrs) Rekha Naresh through the gift of life.

Supported by old boy Dr. Anubhav Naresh class of 1999
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SJOBA Golf Tournament 2025 - A Day of Desreay
Drives, Delight, and Deep Bonds

On a crisp March morning, the lush fairways of the Chandigarh Golf
Club played host to the much-anticipated SJOBA Golf Tournament
2025, held on Monday, March 16th. This 18-hole event brought
together alumni from across graduating years for a spirited day of golf,

laughter, and lasting memories.Golfers competed across various
categories for individual net and gross prizes, showcasing not only their
talent but also their sportsmanship. The tournament’s format
encouraged friendly rivalry, with added excitement through on-course
contests like Straightest Drive, Longest Drive, and Closest to the Pin,
making the game even more engaging.As the tournament wrapped up,
the spirit of camaraderie continued into a relaxed evening of cocktails
and a delicious dinner. The gathering was filled with heartfelt
conversations, shared stories, and renewed connections—reminding
everyone of the strong bond that ties the SJOBA community
together.The awards ceremony added the perfect finishing touch,
applauding outstanding performances and leaving every participant
with smiles, memories, and in many cases, well-earned prizes.We are

truly grateful to all who joined us in making the tournament a grand

success. A special word of thanks to our sponsor, GB Realty, whose
support helped turn this event into a memorable celebration of sport G B REALTY
and spirit.Here’s to many more such moments on and off the greens! PASSION FOR EXCELLENCE

Harneet Arora Gurjit Singh
Batch 2002 Batch 1975

Gurjit & Harneet — proud alumni

of St. John's High School — bring
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St. John's vs SJOBA Cricket Match - Republic Day 2025

In keeping with a cherished tradition, the annual St. John's vs SJOBA cricket match was held on 26th January 2025,
adding a sporting spark to Republic Day celebrations. The 20-over face-off, played on the school grounds, saw a
spirited contest between the current students of St. John’s High School and the alumniteam SJOBA.It was a closely
fought match, filled with exciting moments, sharp fielding, and impressive performances on both sides. With the
game swinging back and forth, the contest kept spectators on the edge of their seats until the final overs. In the end,
Team SJOBA emerged victorious, continuing their legacy while also applauding the promising talent of the younger
Johnians.After the match, both teams came together for a post-match lunch hosted by Team SJOBA in the school

premises. The gathering was a wonderful blend of nostalgia, sportsmanship, and celebration—highlighting the
enduring bond between past and present Johnians.Here’s to tradition, teamwork, and the love for the game!
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Smashing Success: SJOBA Padel Tournament 2025

From July 11th to 13th, the Chandigarh Club played host to a thrilling chapter in SJOBA's ever-growing sporting
legacy — the SJOBA Padel Tournament 2025. Supported graciously by old boy Pavan Khaitan, the event brought
together 24 dynamic teams made up of spirited juniors and seasoned seniors, all bound by the unbreakable bond of
brotherhood.The tournament followed a structured format with the 24 teams divided into four competitive groups
of six each. Every team played five intense league matches within their group, setting the stage for nail-biting
qualification rounds. The top two from each group advanced to the quarterfinals, which led into gripping semifinals
and finally, a dramatic showdown in the finals.Across three days, 60 league matches and 7 knockout matches were
played, lighting up the courts with energy, strategy, and sportsmanship. The finals turned out to be a crowd-puller,
featuring the pairing of Daksh Bassi / Manan Gupta against Sarthak Aggarwal / Kanav Mittal. The match kept
everyone on the edge of their seats, going right down to a tense tiebreaker. In the end, Sarthak and Kanav emerged
victorious, lifting the trophy amidst loud cheers and warm embraces.What truly made the tournament special was
not just the competition but the camaraderie — old friendships rekindled, new bonds forged, and the unique magic
of seniors and juniors playing side by side, celebrating the spirit of SJOBA.Here’s to more such rallies of joy,
teamwork, and memories — on and off the court!

Gll Kuantum

ne Paper Makers

Supported by old boy Mr.Pavan Khaitan, Batch of 1984




SJOBA Marathon 2025: A Run for
Remembrance, Resilience & Unity

On the morning of 26th July 2025, St. John's High School, Chandigarh, came
alive with the pounding of feet, the warmth of camaraderie, and the spirit of
service as SJOBA revived its much-awaited Marathon, held to commemorate
Vijay Kargil Diwas. This deeply meaningful event was dedicated to the armed
forces, a run for the planet, a run for peace, and in loving memory of Late Shri
Fauja Singh, the iconic endurance runner who inspired generations with his
resilience and grace. Starting and concluding at the school grounds, the
marathon welcomed 602 participants from across the country - from first-time
runners to seasoned veterans - all united by a powerful cause. With categories
for 21 km, 10 km, 5 km, and a 3 km Fun Walk, the event was designed to be
inclusive and welcoming for all age groups. One of the most inspiring aspects
of the morning was the participation of nine specially-abled individuals, who
took on the challenge in wheelchairs. Their courage moved every heart in
attendance. As a small token of appreciation, SJOBA presented cash prizes to
each of them, saluting their strength and unwavering spirit. The marathon also
honoured the youngest runner, just 7 years old, and the eldest, a vibrant 80-
year-old, with special prizes — a beautiful reminder that the joy and spirit of
running transcend age. All participants were greeted with a custom SJOBA T-
shirt, a finisher’'s medal, goodie bags sponsored by Scott Edil, and a healthy
post-run breakfast, adding a warm and thoughtful touch to the experience.
The entire route was electric with motivation, celebration, and shared
purpose. The prize distribution ceremony, held immediately after the
marathon, was graced by Mac Sarin, Founding President of SJOBA, Colonel
Harpreet Singh Mann, the Race Director, and Harpal Singh Malvai, President of
SJOBA. Their presence added gravitas and legacy to the day’s proceedings.
This year's marathon was made possible through the generous support of our
partners: Old Boy Shaurya Tayal (Owner, Rahi Care), Scott Edil, Halt Nutrition,
HDFC Bank, Indian Oil, Old boy Sandeep Sahni CEO Sahayak Associates (in
loving memory of Sh. Vas Dev Sahni), Coca-Cola Kandhari Beverages, Fortis,
and Verka. The SJOBA Marathon 2025 was more than just an athletic event —
it was a celebration of life, legacy, and unity. A day that began with a run ended
with a promise: to keep moving forward, together.
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Marathon to mark
Kargil Vijay Diwas
CHANDIGARH, JULY 23
The St John's Old Boys Asso-
ciation (SJOBA) will organ-
ised runners’ events on July
26 tomark Kargil Vijay Diwas.
Harpal Singh Malvai, presi-

dent, SJOBA,

marathon would begin at 5
am from the school campus.
“The marathon will be held
under the motto — Run for
the Armed Forces,
Peace, Run for the Planet,
and in the loving memory of
Fauja Singh, a legend in
endurance running and an
inspiration to all,” said Mal-
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Kargil Vijay Diwas: SJOBA to Pay Tribute to
Indian Army by Holding Marathon

Chandigarh: The STOBA Marathon 2025, one of the region’s
most inclusive and anticipated running events, is set to be held
on Saturday, 26th July 2025, to mark the solemn occasion of
Kargil Vijay Diwas. Organized by the St. John’s Old Boys
Association (SJOBA), the event will honour the valour and
sacrifices of the Indian Armed Forces while promoting
messages of remembrance, unity, and environmental
responsibility. Addressing the media at a curtain raiser press
conference held at St. John’s High School, Harpal Singh
Malvai, President, SJOBA, informed that the marathon will
begin at 5:00 AM from the school campus and will also

Run for

vai. —TNS conclude there. Malvai said that a prize distribution ceremony
will follow at the venue to celebrate the spirit of participation

and achievement. Apart from the current President, the

i fro e e gt Founder President of SJOBA, Mac Sarin and SJOBA's Ex-
v, i President, SPS Ghai were also present in the press meet. The
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The St. John's Old Boys As-
sociation (SJOBA) willorga-
nize the SJOBA Marathon
2025 on Saturday, July 26,
to mark Kargil Vijay Diwas.
The event aims to honour
the Indian Armed Forces
and promote themes of
peace, unity, and environ-
mental awareness.

The marathon will begin
from the St. John's High
School campus in Chan-
digarh and will conclude
at the same venue. A prize
distribution ceremony will

SJOBA team was joined by an industry stalwart from tricity
- Sanjeev Agarwal, Managing Director of pharma major Scott
Edil, which is the title sponsor for the SJOBA Marathon
2025. The marathon's T-Shirt was also unveiled at the press
meet by the dignitaries present. Danish Singh Mangat,
Secretary, SJOBA, added, “We are proud to welcome over
500 participants from across India. The event will feature race
categories of 21 km, 10 km, 5 km, and 3 km, open to men and
women across all age groups. It's not just a run — it's a
celebration of health, unity, and national pride.”

Punjab Express

KARGIL VIJAY DIWA:

SJOBA to pay tribute to Indian Army by organising

marathon with over 500 runners to participate

PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, July 23

The SJOBA Marathon 2025,
one of the region’s most in-
clusive and anticipated run-
ning events, is set to be held
on Saturday, 26th July 2025,
to mark the solemn occasion
of Kargil Vijay Diwas. Orga-
nized by the St. John's Old
Boys Association (SJOBA),
the event will honour the
valour and sacrifices of the
Indian Armed Forces while
promoting messages of re-
membrance, unity, and en-
vironmental responsibility.

Addressing the media at
a curtain raiser press con-
ference held at St. John's
High School, Harpal Singh
Malvai, President, STOBA,
informed that the marathon
will begin at 5:00 AM from
the school campus and will
also conclude there. Malvai
said that a prize distribution
ceremony will follow at the
venue to celebrate the spirit
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SJOBA to organise marathon on Kargll ViJay Dlwas in trlbute to Indian Army

be held after the run.

Over 500 participants
from across India have
registered for the event,
including 9 wheelchair-
bound runners and several
specially-abled individuals,
Race categories include 21
km, 10 km, 5 km, and 3 km.
Participants range in age
from 14 to 80 years.

Harpal Singh Malvai,
President of SJOBA, shared
that the run is being held in
memory of Kargil Day and
in honour of Late Sh. Fauja
Singh, a veteran marathon-
er. SJOBA Secretary Danish
Singh Mangat stated that

the marathon is open to
men and women across all
age groups.

Race Director Col Harpre-
et Singh Mann informed
that the route will be fully
monitored by marshals
and supported by medical
staff from Fortis Hospital.
Ambulances and First In-
tervention Vehicles (FIVs)
will be stationed along the
route, and hydration points
will be set up.

Each participant will re-
ceive amedal, a goodie bag,
and breakfast. Trophies will
beawarded inall categories
for both male and female

St.John’s Old Boys Assaciation is organising a marathon to pay tribute to the Indian Army
il Vijay Diwas. Office bearers of SJOBA & the event's sponsor pose at a curtain raiser

on Ka
event of the marathon

Kargil Vijay Diwas: SIOBA to Pay Tribute to the Indian Army by Holding a
Marathon, Over 500 mmners to ramcmale
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of participation and achieve-
ment.

Apart from the current
President, the Founder Presi-
dent of SJTOBA, Mac Sarin
and SJOBA's Ex-President,
SPS Ghai were also present in
the press meet. The SJOBA
team was joined by an in-
dustry stalwart from tricity
- Sanjeev Agarwal, Managing
Director of pharma major
Scott Edil, which is the title
sponsor for the SJOBA Mar-
athon 2025. The marathon’s
T-Shirt was also unveiled at
the press meet by the digni-
taries present.

Harpal Singh Malvai, fur-
ther shared, “The marathon

runners. Special awards
will be given to the young-
estand oldest participants.

The marathon’s official

is being held on 26th July to
commemorate Kargil Day un-
der the powerful motto — Run
for the Armed Forces, Run
for Peace, Run for the Planet,
and in loving memory of Late
Sh. Fauja Singh, a legend in
endurance running and an
inspiration to all,” shared

Danish Singh Mangat, Sec-
retary, STOBA, added, “We
are proud to welcome over
500 participants from across
India. The event will feature
race categories of 21 km, 10
km, 5 km, and 3 km, open to
men and women across all age
groups. It's not just a run it’s
a celebration of health, unity,
and national pride.”

Race DirectorCol T-shirt was unveiled at a

curtain-raiser press confer-
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sponsor of the event.
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. sor for the marathon, with

medicalstafffrom B e e Co x My

Fnﬁszagpfm[_ sor. Associate Sponsors

include Indian Oil, Fortis,
Halt, Coca-Cola (Kandhari
Beverages), HDFC Bank,
Sahayak Associates, and
Verka.
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SJOBA Extreme Rally 2025: India’s Longest
Running Rally Roars into its 38th Edition

From 27th February to 2nd March 2025, engines thundered and spirits soared as
the 38th edition of the SJOBA Extreme Rally unfolded with electrifying energy
across North India. Organised by the St. John's Old Boys Association, this iconic
event isn't just a rally—it’s a living legacy. Now in its 38th year, the SJOBA Rally
proudly holds the title of India’s longest running motorsport rally, and this year, it
pushed the limits yet again. A Roaring Start at Sector 34The action kicked off with
the Super Special Stage (SSS) on 27th February at the Sector 34 Exhibition
Grounds, Chandigarh. Here, 32 four-wheelers and 60 two-wheelers from all
corners of India took on a specially designed track, each completing two high-
octane laps. The fastest contenders earned the privilege of first start the next
day—setting the tone for an intense and competitive rally. The SSS was graciously
flagged off by Chandigarh Mayor Mrs. Harpreet Kaur Babla, marking a powerful
start to four days of grit, gears, and glory. Through Punjab’s raw beauty and
rugged paths, the rally officially began on 28th February from Doaba Group of
Colleges, sending participants through a thrilling and unforgiving route that
weaved its way across Ropar, Nawanshahr and Hoshiarpur. Over three
adrenaline-charged days and two nights, the rally covered nearly 500 kilometers
of Punjab’s most adventurous terrain. Drivers navigated winding hairpins,
unmetalled surfaces, and exhilarating hilly trails that demanded unwavering focus
and sharp instincts. From axle-breaking turns to tarmac stretches, dry riverbeds,
and breathtaking scenery, every twist and turn tested the very soul of every rider
and machine. One of the most loved sections by participants was the route
through the Kukanet Forest, where riverbed crossings offered a rare blend of
danger and delight. Driven by Spirit, Powered by PeopleWhat truly elevated the
rally’'s execution was the outstanding dedication of 150 marshals, who
volunteered selflessly to ensure safety, fairness, and fluidity throughout the rally.
As a gesture of gratitude, each marshal received a personalised trophy with their
name, symbolising the rally’s deep appreciation for its unsung heroes.On the final
morning, the rally was flagged off by Punjab Deputy Speaker Shri Jai Krishan Rodi
from the stunning Gaj Retreat, setting in motion the final leg of the adventure. A
fitting finish, the rally concluded on 2nd March at the alma mater, St. John's High
School, Chandigarh, with a grand prize distribution ceremony held at the elegant
Chandigarh Golf Academy (CGA), followed by a celebratory dinner and cocktails.
In a touching and inclusive move, every participant- regardless of podium finish -
was awarded a participation trophy, while top performers were rewarded with
cash prizes for the top three in both four-wheeler and two-wheeler categories.
The overall winner in the two-wheeler class also rode away with a brand new Hero
bike, proudly sponsored by Hero Motorsports. A rally built on partnerships and
passion, the SJOBA Extreme Rally 2025 was powered by an enthusiastic line-up of
sponsors and supporters including Hero Motorsports, Vamcy Merla, Punjab
Tourism, Cooper Tyres, Surbhi Packers, Fortis Healthcare, Paul Merchants, Indian
Oil, Isuzu and Doaba Group of Colleges, among many others. As the 38th edition
wraps up with roaring success, it stands tall not just as a rally, but as a celebration
of endurance, community, and the thrill of the open road. Until next year, the
engines may rest - but the spirit of SIOBA keeps racing forward.
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Motor rally from Feb 27

Trisune News Seavice.
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The first SJOBA Motorcy
cle Rally was held in March
1981 and it evolved into the
SJOBA Open Rally in 1962
It attracts professionals
and budding rallyists from
Chandigarh
H

Portiipants of the SI0BA motor sport rally after 3 press conference
S0 Hgh School, Sector 26, n Chandigam, s s

8TH EDITION OF THE SJOBA RALLY 2025 FROM FEB 27
TO MARCH 2

Chandigarh: The 38th edition of the SJOBA Rally 2025, the flag-
ship motorsports event of St. John's Old Boys Association (SJOBA)
- the alumni association of St. John's High School, is set to take
place from 27th February to 2nd March. The event will kick off
with the ceremonial flag-off on February 27 from Sector 34
Exhibition Ground. The details of North India’s longest running
sports event ‘SJOBA Rally 2025 were shared by the organizers
during a press meet led by Harpal Singh Malvai, President, SJOBA,
along with Danish Singh Mangat, Secretary; SPS Ghai, Clerk of
Course; Nagendra Singh and Shivam Garg, Deputy Clerks of
Course; and Nipun Mehan, Club Steward. Malvai said, “We are
excited to be back with the 38th edition of the SJOBA rally. This
year, it is set to become even more exciting as it spans two nights
and three days. After the vehicles' scrutiny, a ‘Super Special Stage’
will be held at the Sec 34 exhibition ground. We will have short,
purpose-built tracks, around which members of the public can
gather and see the machines driven by their owners in action.
This will be a big draw” assured them that the State Government
would consider this matter sympathetically.

HT Correspondent

chandigarh@hindustantimes.com

CHANDIGARH: The 38th edition
of the St John's Old Boys Associ-
ation (SJOBA) Rally 2025, the
flagship motorsports event of
the alumni association of St
John's High School, is sched-
uled from February 27 to March
2. The event will start with the
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Suresh, Ashwin vroom home as
overall winners at SJOBA rally

ceremonial flag-off at the exhi-
bition ground in Sector 34 at 5

pm.

SJOBA president Harpal
Singh Malvai said, “The mega
event will begin with the scru-
tiny of the vehicles starting at 8
am and the rally will conclude
on March 2 at 4.30 pm at St
John's High School, followed by
the prize distribution at the
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RACING HEARTS SJOBA RALLY ROARS OFF

The 38th edition of SJOBA Rally 2025,

St John's Old Bays
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of St John's High Schoal, UT, was flagged off by mayor Harpreet Kaur Babla at Sector 34 Exhibition Ground

CGA Golf Range.”

“After the vehicles' scrutiny, a
‘super special stage’ will be held
at the Sector-34 exhibition
ground. We will have short, pur-
pose-built tracks, around which
the public can gather and see
the machines in action,” he
added. The rally will witness
participation of 30 four-wheel-
ers and 60 two-wheelers. In the

Network

SJOBA rally set to kick off on Feb 27

women'’s category, a total of
three women-riders with their
two wheelers will participate.
The drivers of the four-wheelers
and riders of the two-wheelers
will take part in four competi-
tive sections each day.

The total prize money is ¥6
lakh, along with trophies and
awards for participants and
winners.

+

SJOBA Rally 2025: Thrilling

motorsport spectacle returns

Flag-off on Feb 27th with 30 four-wheelers and
60 two-wheelers racing across Punjab and HP

Takin. s i trophies e
other iwards.
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Chandigarh : The 38th edition
of the SJOBA Rally 2025,
organized by the St. John's Old
Boys Association (SJOBA), is
set to run from February 27th
to March 2nd. The rally
off with a Super Speci
at the Sector 34 Exhibition
Ground in Chandigarh, followed
by a Leremom.n Hag- nﬁ' at 5 ;])m

fmlun 30 four- \\-hL|||1~ and
60 two-wheelers, competing
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Harpal Singh Malvai, President, SJTOBA, briefing about the
event during the press meet held in Chandigarh on Saturday.
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27th with the scrutiny of the
vehicles, starting at 8 a.m., and
the ral
2nd at 4:30 p.m. at St. John's
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rally, supported by Hero
MotoCorp, Indian Oil, and other
, is affilioted with the

ration of Motor Sports
Clubs of India (FMSCI).

conclude on March 2nd at
4:30 p.m. at St. John's High
School, followed by the prize
distribution at the CGA Golf
Range.”

Danish Singh Mangat, Sec-
retary of STOBA and Competi-
tors Relations Officer (CRO),
shared that the SJOBA Rally
2025 will witness participation
of 30 four-wheelers and 60
two-wheelers. The drivers
of the 4 wheelers and riders

category with three women High School, followed by the
I s*ﬂ- Rally riders. prize distribution at the CGA
Harpal Singh Malvai, President ~ Golf Range.”
ar i 3gdf ﬂgﬁ”*m?&ﬁxmw of SIOBA, said, “We areexcited  Malvai added, “After the
ot iz ¥ @t ) T g f el i et ) S T ) e e
W opt i S S ) I9E W W A “g .
o 27 Wa;j mee sk menemeeme:  38th edition of the SJOBA Rally 2025
Bt 60 aED . )
W s A T W W T s 2w e d e w
i i ;8 & e st o v s e o totakeplacefromFeb 27to Mar2
N SAAN e e o PUNJAB EXPRESS BUREAU
Chandigarh, February 15
| ™ mw - —
? ';:; Mww:il:;’w ?&I‘:‘nﬂlﬂ The 38th edition of the
ey NS b a0ttty & Pl 165 1 SJOBA Rally 2025, the
Aot 3 . o o 4 wvw -y M o ssoHRR A A ﬂagshlpmolorspome»enl
SRR S 79 <60 Bk vz S = St. John's Old Boys As-
T A A % A 9w - @ v o b gm0 SRk b i T iation (SJOBA) - the
= o A oww v, W, e s en e W B W W e o Seh ohm R ae, | TR , TR, T QMrnz:’M# alumni association of St.
= @ wm A H A 0 BEer 20 afise @ 7 el 9 oo el e w oedive W ?"*""‘“ oy e i Pl John's High School, Chan-
s o o T e A S 3 s SR, W AR GnA S B oot o gy wYmwmidwishgiie . e g
ap weh W (R R e e e, wad, s A e e e ol o v, ae Pt punchr dydiallndict b sasr S| B o o digarh - is set to take place
el sfed eI T mee s e b B @ uteR mwe o B B mem s o e o 4 O | o e S g from 27th February to 2nd
5 Wiz o Rl neE @ O W o A 4 AR @ 8 wew e wa wm o L!"n;';?‘-”‘“‘“"" R March. The event will kick
3 i R w9 o -ﬁhm:gin T R S w A e A g o g b off with the ceremonial flag-  of Course; Nagendra Singh
off on 27th February at 5 and Shivam Garg, Deputy
pm from Sector 34 Exhibi- Clerks of Course; and Nipun
' 384T Softar 31 27 sfea G rapill tion Ground, Chandigarh, Mehan, Club Steward.
- — - marking the beginning of ~ Harpal Singh Malvai,
X P SN an adrenaline-fueled mo- President of SIOBA, said,
torsport spectacle. “We are excited to be back
The details of North In-  with the 38th edition of the
3 dia’s longest running sports  SJOBA rally. This year, it
Rana, Naik €IMerge  event SIOBA Rally 2025 i se to become even more
. 4 A were shared by the organiz- exciting as it spans two nights
NN rra " ers during a press meet led and three days. The mega
mﬁmﬁ*mlm V ersmcar y by Harpal Singh Malvai, eventwill kick off on Febru-

AT Y6 & 384t
ufeye 27 wEd &

wEE) AW Sl vEE A WOR 39 WA A
AR T T 2025 F YEAEA T H
&z W mhepE A o iz i
i ST T () A 9§ S
384 ofEvE F SIS 27 FET F WH 5:00 FA

R ¥ S 34 VevHt He A WS & T IgaiufewE 27 wEA A2 W B i S B
g et B e A A R 00 T AL ﬁx?ﬁ?ﬂﬁﬁmﬁw
O fifE e 3 T wm W W afe S i # i o Sfice HE , e

T fide W, T itE wr radve W, fed T e Head A @ar R 9H a0 SN $hgl Bl §ha ©
T 3% B Tz fip ol e o ol e S TR Si o i o ISR e i AR
e fa e o e &1 T 3w T e #, i s @ W R H fa

1 7% ufsvm sl oft e w5 A 8, witE 7w #r A o= s werm sz Famh 3 #iE T
SR 21 A i A R e e e 27 AT AT & a9 Yot gomied & e v E @ E

TriBuNE NEWs SERvice secured second place, while
Khushwant Randhawa and
V Sekar finished third. In
the WD extreme category
Prathish showcased

AN mGARS, MARCH
Barmeh, Tiaca art Awin
Naik emerged as the overall
winners in the AWD catego-

p
tional speed and skill 1o

1y, while Arun T clinched secure the first runnerup
top position in the ZWD cat-  position, while Karan
egory during the 38th edi- Kumar M clinched second

tion of the St John's Old
Boys Association (SJOBA)
Rally 2025

This has been the eighth
tithe for Rana and Naik in the
history of SJOBA rally.A total
of 30 fourawhelers and 60
twowheelers, along with
their drivers and riders, par
ticipated in the thrilling 3-day
motorsparts event,  which

runnerup

SJOBA hosted a prize
distribution. ceremony ot
the Chandigarh Golf Asso
ciation (CGA) Golf Range.
where participants were
hanored for their achieve-
ments. The total prize pool
amounted to appeaximate-
Iy Rs 6 lakh, along with
trophies and additional
avards. The participants
passed through Punjab's
Ropar, Garhshankar, Man-
sowal and Hoshiarpur dis-
tricts as well as Himachal
Pradesh

took place from Pebruary 27
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In the adrenalinefueled
AWD fourwheel drive vehi
cle category, Harpreet Singh
Bawa and Vikram Thakur

President, SJOBA, along
with Danish Singh Mangat,
Secretary; SPS Ghai, Clerk

ary 27th with the scrutiny
of the vehicles, starting at
8 am., and the rally will

of 2 wheelers will take part
in four competitive sections
each day.
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SPREADING LIGHT AND GRATITUDE - SJOBA's Diwali Sweets
Distribution (2024)

In the true spirit of Diwali - the festival of lights, love and giving—SJOBA hosted its Annual Diwali Sweets
Distribution on 25th October 2024 at the School Auditorium. This heartwarming tradition, deeply rooted in
appreciation and togetherness, was made extra special this year by the generous sponsorship of the Golden Jubilee
Batch of 1974 and the Silver Jubilee Batch of 1999.The atmosphere was filled with festive joy as the alumni came
together to honor the unsung heroes of the school - its dedicated support staff. With great affection, the sponsoring
batches arranged a delicious lunch, a box of sweets, and a thoughtful token amount for every member of the staff. It
was a gesture that spoke volumes of the gratitude and respect SJOBA continues to hold for those who form the
backbone of the institution. Though time had brought in many new faces among the support staff, the Golden Boys
of 1974 connected with them effortlessly, bridging the years with heartfelt smiles, laughter and the shared spirit of
Diwali. The celebration saw the gracious presence of members from both the 1974 and 1999 batches, the Principal
of St. John's, senior teachers, President of SIOBA Mr. Harpal Singh Malvai, Secretary Mr. Danish Singh Mangat and
members of the current SJOBA Executive Team. Their presence made the occasion all the more meaningful,
reinforcing the enduring bond between the alumni and the institution. As the lights twinkled and the sweets were
shared, what stood out most was the warmth in the room - the kind that only comes from sincere appreciation and a
shared legacy. It was more than just a distribution; it was a celebration of relationships, old and new. Here is to

lighting many more hearts in the years to come.

P.K.INDUSTRIES

» PRESIDENT
Learning Paths School, Mohali
» VICE-PRESIDENT
Chandigarh Club
» PRESIDENT
University Business School Alumni Association
» PRESIDENT NOMINEE (2026-27)
Rotary Chandigarh (Shivalik)
» FOUNDER
Alliance of India MSME's

With best wishes
» PAST PRESIDENT
S S ANURAG AGGARWAL

Batch of 1986

Mohali Industries Association



SJOBA 6-A-Side Soccer Tournament 2025

The SJOBA 6-A-Side Soccer Tournament was held from 15th to 17th August 2025 at the St. John’s High School
grounds, bringing together the spirit of camaraderie, competition, and nostalgia.This year’s edition saw six teams
battling it out, including a spirited team of current students of St. John’s High School. Their participation was
specially encouraged so that they could gain valuable exposure, experience the legacy of sports at SJIOBA, and
understand the true essence of this fraternity.The format ensured that every team played against each other once,
making for an intense league stage. The top two teams eventually qualified for the finals, setting the stage for a
grand showdown.The finals were a true nail-biter between Minerva Sharks and Scoring Eagles. In a fiercely
contested match, Minerva Sharks managed to edge past their opponents with a slender 1-0 victory, lifting the
trophy amidst cheers and applause.But beyond the scoreline, what truly stood out was the nostalgia. Old Boys,
young participants, and spectators alike relived memories of their school days, playing and cheering on the very
grounds that once shaped their youth. The atmosphere was electric, filled with laughter, competition, and the
warmth of the SJOBA bond.A special word of gratitude goes out to Mr. Pavan Khaitan (Class of 1984), without whom
this tournament would not have been possible. Year after year, his unwavering support, guidance, and personal
involvement have ensured that this soccer tournament remains one of the most loved and awaited fixtures on the
SJOBA calendar. It would not be an exaggeration to say that Mr. Khaitan is the backbone of this event, and SJOBA is
truly indebted to him for his dedication.The prize distribution ceremony on 17th August 2025 added further grace
to the tournament. It was attended by Mr. Pavan Khaitan (Sponsor & Mentor of the Tournament & Ex-President,
SJOBA), Mr. Harpal Singh Malvai (President, SJOBA), and Mr. Vivek Sood (Ex-President, SJOBA), each of whom
shared in the joy of yet another successful edition of this much-loved event. The SJOBA 6-A-Side Soccer 2025 will be
remembered not just for its thrilling finale, but also for bringing the community together once again, proving that
while the players may change, the spirit of St. John’s and SJOBA remains eternal.
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The Annual SJOBA-St. John’'s Debate

We are delighted to share that the annual SJOBA and St. John's debates were revived this year after a long gap.
Students from Class 6 to 12 enthusiastically participated, engaging in thought-provoking discussions on interesting
and contemporary topics. Each class held its debates house-wise, and the top two speakers from every section
advanced to the finale round, which was conducted in the St. John’s High School Auditorium. The finale was a
spirited and intellectual exchange of ideas, and the winners were felicitated by SJOBA President Harpal Singh
Malvai, Past President Vivek Sood and Honorary Secretary Danish Singh Mangat.




SJOBA Founding Day -
45 Years of Brotherhood

On 19th July 2025, the St. John’s Old Boys
Association (SJOBA) marked a historic
milestone as it celebrated its 45th
birthday. To commemorate this special
occasion, a grand dinner was hosted by
Team SJOBA 2024-25, bringing together
over 150 members of our ever-growing
fraternity. The evening was nothing short
of magical — filled with laughter, stories,
nostalgia, and above all, the spirit of
brotherhood and camaraderie that
defines SJOBA. One of the most
memorable highlights was the cake-
cutting ceremony, a symbolic tradition
that saw all Past Presidents and the current
President join hands, led by none other
than our Founding President, Mac Sir. The
moment beautifully reflected the journey
of SJOBA - from its humble beginning in
1980, to becoming a strong, vibrant, and
closely knit community today. What
started as a vision 45 years ago has now
grown into a legacy of friendship, service,
and pride. Each year, SJOBA continues to
touch new heights, strengthening bonds
and creating memories that last a lifetime.
As we raised a toast to the journey so far,
we also looked ahead with hope and
determination — that with every passing
year, this celebration will only grow bigger,
brighter, and stronger. Here's to SJOBA —
may the spirit of brotherhood continue to
thrive for generations to come!
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Dear

Johnians Start with a free
Financhial

it’s time to health check-up

Invest today

in you.

and take the first step
towards your financial goals.

PLEASE READ ALL THE SCHEME REATED, DOCUMENTS CARERULY. Q, 9914146888/01724662688

Q First Floor, PHD House, Sector 31-A, Chandigarh-160030 ,-‘:i,‘-‘ www.sahayakassociates.in ¥4 info @sahayakassociates.in

EMD, 170

KAPOOR'S DENTAL CLINIC

ALL DENTAL SPECIALIST SERVICE AVAILABLE

#1668, Sector 7-C, Chandigarh Ph:2792468, 4192468
Residence: #416, Sector 30A, Chandigarh, Ph: 2658321

Dr. Ved. P. Kapoor

BDS.(Pb) MORNING: 10:00 A.M. - 1:30 PM.
Dr. Rajni Kapoor EVENING: 5:00 PM. - 7:00 PM.
B.D.S.(HP) Saturday evening and Sunday closed

"CLINIC TIMINGS™




Blast from the past!

804k July, 1973.

Hio won eredit o
Cricket Team for the year 1971.

(PRINCIPAL) 3
ST JOHNS 1S, C. S()inou
SECTOR 26
SEANDIGA
TELE: 2455
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St.John’s Old Boys Association

S.No|PRESIDENT NAME SECRETARY NAME TENURE YEAR
1 Mr. Manmohan Lal Sarin Mr. Ranijit Lal Sarin 1980-1982
2 Mr. Raniit Lal Sarin Mr. Vivek Vanhi 1982-1983
3 Mr. Manmohan Singh Brara Mr. Desh Deepak Khanna 1983-1984
4 Mr. Ranijit Lal Sarin Mr. Rakesh Walia 1984-1985
5 Mr. Vivek Vahi Mr. Desh Deepak Khanna 1985-1986
6 Mr. Rakesh Walia Mr. Amit Punchhi 1986-1987
7 Mr. Rakesh Mohunta Mr. Pavan Khaitan 1987-1988
8 Mr. Vivek Vahi Mr. Ashu Punchhi 1988-1990
9 Mr. Manmohan Singh Brara Mr. Inder Pal Singh Doabia 1990-1991
10 |Mr. Ranjit Pachnanda, I.P.S Mr. Desh Deepak Khanna 1991-1993
11 |Justice Ajay Tewari Justice Vikas Suri 1993-1994
12  |Mr. Pradeep Mehra, I.A.S Mr. Chitranjan Agarwal 1994-1995
13  |Mr. Desh Deepak Khanna Justice Aman Chaudhary 1995-1996
14  |Dr. Tejinder Pal Singh Mr. Sandeep Singh 1996-1998
15  ]Mr. Surinder Pal Singh Ghai Mr. Chitranjan Agarwal 1998-1999
16  |Mr. Yashovardhan Saboo Mr. Navpreet Singh Aujla 1999-2000
17 |Mr. Pradeep Bajwa Mr. Aman Chopra 2000-2001
18 |Major. Nirpender Singh Sangwan (Ex MLA) |Mr. Ajay Thiara 2001-2002
19 |Mr. Anoop Sood Mr. Pranav Gupta 2002-2003
20 |Mr. Amit Sethi Mr. Nipun Mehan 2003-2004
21 Mr. Pranav Gupta Mr. Nipun Mehan 2004-2005
22  |Mr. Inderjit Singh Sandhu, I.A.S Justice Aman Chaudhary 2005-2006
23 |Mr. Vivek Atray, ILA.S Mr. Shivneet Singh 2006-2007
24 |Mr. Navpreet Singh Aujla Mr. Munish Kapoor 2007-2008
25 |Mr. Chitranjan Agarwal Mr. Akshay Verma 2008-2009
26 |Mr. Pavan Khaitan Mr. Sanijit Singh Paul 2009-2010
27 |Mr. Nagendra Singh Mr. Pritpal Singh Matharu 2010-2011
28 |Mr. Shivneet Singh Mr. Hemant Kaushal 2011-2012
29 |Capt. Sanjiv Kumar Mr. Shivam Garg 2012-2013
30 |Mr. Ajay Thiara Mr. Sahil Sharma 2013-2014
31 Mr. Vivek Sood Mr. Sorabh Tayal & Mr. Kanwar Pal Singh ]2014-2015
32 |Mr. Gautam Khanna Mr. Shivam Garg 2015-2016
33 |Mr. Rajesh Bansal Mr. Pritpal Singh Matharu 2016-2017
34  |Mr. Sandeep Sahni Mr. Gaganpall Singh Sekhon 2017-2018
35 |Mr. Vishal Sharma Mr. Kshitij Sharma 2018-2019
36 |Mr. Sorabh Tayal Mr. Gurnoor Singh Sangha 2019-2020
37 |Mr. Sampat Singh Mr. Gaganpall Singh Sekhon 2020-2022
38 |Mr. Nipun Mehan Mr. Shivam Garg 2022-2023
39 |Mr. Almasto Kapoor Dr. Abhishek Misra 2023-2024
40 |Mr. Harpal Singh Malvai Mr. Danish Singh Mangat 2024-2025
41 Mr. Kunal Sekhri Mr. Siddharth Gupta & Mr. Anuj Bansal 2025-2026
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Connect Overseas
Since 1991

Connect Overseas, founded by Mr. Nirmal Mohan Singh Chawla (St. John’s High
School, Class of 1983), helps children achieve and reach their dream
destinations

Our Services

« Study Visa
Tourist Visa
Career Counselling
College Application Support
Sop/Essay Writing
Previously Refused Cases

OCE®
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Stay Connected
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Address: SCO 4, Second Floor, Sector 17E, Chandigarh .~ |
Website: www.connectoverseas.com
Phone: +91 70878 3373 | 8284034799
Instagram: @connectoverseas




St. JOHN'S OLD BOYS
ASSOCIATION

ONE SCHOOL. ONE ALUMNI.
ONE DREAM. TOGETHER.

www.sjoba.in
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